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HT News 

McConnell deployed 
 

 BRUSH, Colo. – 1st Lt. Gylie McConnell, of the Wyoming Army National Guard’s 

Training Site Command, recently received orders to deploy to Afghanistan with the 218th 

Brigade, out of South Carolina. 

McConnell is a teacher and coach for Brush Middle School, in Brush, Colo.  He 

teaches geography and history of the eastern hemisphere. “I am not unfamiliar with the area,” 

McConnell said.  He spoke to his students about his deployment, and promised to keep in 

touch with them via e-mail.  He said, “It will be interesting because now I have the chance to 

live there.” 

During the deployment, he will train the Afghan National Army, over the first half of 

the year, and then he will be an advisor and deploy with the Afghani soldiers. 

McConnell is married, with four children, ages 13, 11, 9 and 7.  This is his first long 

term deployment.  He said he walked his family through the historical events leading up to his 

leaving.  He says one of the things he is looking forward to with this deployment is that “…if 

we do this right, my kids won’t have to fight in this war.” 
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